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Objectives

→ Students will have a good understanding of struggles refugees face when fleeing to another

country.

→ Students will analyze and comprehend European Union responses to refugee crises and how

those responses are present in the current crisis with Ukraine.

Essential Questions

→ What challenges do refugees face when migrating to Europe?

→ What policies does the European Union have in place to support refugees?

→ How have these policies impacted the refugees from Ukraine?

Learning Acquisition and Assessment

Students will know… (content/concepts)

→ struggles refugees face

→ European Union responses to refugee

crises

Students will be able to… (skills, performance tasks)

→ analyze documents and infographics

→ construct a route on a map

→ respond to discussion prompts related to

readings

→ write a concise summary of the

information learned throughout the week

Formative Assessments

→ map, exit tickets, discussion worksheets

Summative Assessments

→ multi-paragraph reflection on the week’s

information



Learning Activities (1 week – 5 days): Lesson introduction, body, and closing

Day 1 → Ideally this lesson would begin upon conclusion of the book, Refugee, by Alan Gratz.

→ Review:

o Where did Mahmoud come from? (Syria)

o Where did he settle at the end of the book? (Germany)

o What was his journey like as he traveled out of the Middle East and into Europe?

→ Lesson: Watch “The Midnight Traveler” on PBS episodes 1-4

o As students watch, have them write down the different countries the family passes

through.

o When the 4 episodes have finished, map where Hassan Fazili and his family have

traveled so far using the attached map below.

o Discuss what struggles the refugees have faced. How do they compare to what

Mahmoud faced in Refugee?

→ Exit Ticket:

o 1. Hassan and his family stayed in some refugee camps in Europe during the episodes

you watched today. What were the conditions like?

o 2. Predict how you think Europeans feel about the immigrants coming into their

countries.

Day 2 → Begin by discussing students' predictions from yesterday. Be sure to mention that there are some

positive and some negative reactions to immigrants. We will see some negative interactions in

the upcoming episodes. Be sure to reiterate throughout the week that this is a complicated issue.

While violence is never ok, it is understandable that countries want to process immigration in a

way that will provide rights and protections for immigrants and current citizens.  Feel free to

facilitate the conversation in whichever format works best for you. Attached is a discussion guide

to help with this process.

→ Lesson: Watch “The Midnight Traveler” on PBS episodes 5-8.

o As students watch, have them write down the different countries the family passes

through.

o When the 4 episodes have finished, map where Hassan Fazili and his family traveled in

these episodes.



o Discuss the reactions Hassan and his family faced from some Europeans.

o Let the students know that Hassan and his family did make it to Germany where they

live now.

→ Wrap up:

o Make sure students have finished their maps showing Hassan’s journey from Tajikistan

to Germany.

o For homework, have students read section 1 and the passage in section 2 about

migration and asylum.

https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/eu-what-it-is/en/#chapter2_1

Day 3 → Entrance Ticket: Have students answer the following questions recapping the homework

o 1. What does this document say about the European Union’s thoughts on human

dignity?

o About how many people have applied for asylum in European Union countries? (3

million)

→ Lesson: EU member countries’ responses to Immigration - Negatives

o Building Walls: read the following article together (beginning through the section

“Frontex: the walls’ borderguards)

o As you read, use the worksheet below to guide discussion.

→ Wrap-up

o Review the first question from the Entrance Ticket. How does what we read in today’s

article match with the European Union’s statements on Human Dignity and responses to

asylum?

Day 4 → Entrance: Review the information from yesterday.

o What steps are EU countries taking to prevent incoming refugees?

o Predict what the EU may do to support refugees.

→ Lesson: EU responses to Immigration - Positives

o Use the modified readings below to guide discussion. Fill out the worksheet as you read.

▪ Source:

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/151/asylum-policy

https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/eu-what-it-is/en/#chapter2_1
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/building-walls
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/151/asylum-policy


→ Wrap-up: How do the positives we read about compare with the negatives we read yesterday?

Are any of those negatives going against any of the policies we read about today?

Day 5 → Entrance: Review some positives and negatives we have discussed throughout the past two days.

→ Lesson: EU responses towards Ukraine -Modern Day Example

o Look at the data from the graphs below to assess the number of refugees entering

European Union countries from Ukraine. Which countries are getting the most

refugees? Why might that be? (proximity)

o Look at excerpts from THE EU TEMPORARY PROTECTION DIRECTIVE IN PRACTICE 2022

attached below.

o Discussion Questions

▪ What is the EU doing to support refugees from Ukraine?

▪ What is the EU doing to spread refugees throughout Europe?

▪ How might the spread of refugees connect to the “principle of solidarity and

fair sharing of responsibility, including any financial burdens, between Member

States” as we read in yesterday’s excerpt?

→ Wrap-up: Have the students write a paragraph or two outlining the positives and negatives seen

in the European Union regarding refugee migration.

Resources and Materials

Books/Articles Worksheets Social media accounts/other
digital resources

→ Refugee by Alan Gratz:

This activity would be a

great way to connect the

fictional story from the

book to issues the

European Union faces

and has faced regarding

immigration.

→ Map

→ Walls Worksheet

→ Reading excerpts

→ Discussion guides

→ “The Midnight Traveler”

episodes 1-8. Linked is

episode 1, all other

episodes are listed on

the bottom of this page.

The European Commission's support 
for the production of this publication 
does not constitute an endorsement 

of the contents, which reflect the 
views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be 

made of the information contained 
therein.

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/93633
https://www.pbs.org/video/lesson-plan-clip-1-midnight-traveler/




Immigration Discussion Guide
Use the following prompts to get your students thinking about the complexities of refugee
immigration.

- Based on what we have read and seen, what kind of materials do refugees commonly

have with them when they move to a new country?

- Generally speaking, what things will refugees need to start a new life once they move to

a new country? Make a list on the board of these items.

- How do you think refugees will get these items?

- Jobs will likely be one answer.

- Government support - where does that money come from?

- Taxes - who pays taxes?

- So, if your country has an influx of a few thousand people who may need

some financial support, a place to live, access to education etc., how will

that impact taxes?

- Because of this, it is important for the EU to work with its member

countries to come up with a way to support refugees while still supporting

its current citizens.

- This is controversial and people have very different feelings about how

this should look and work.



Building Walls in the EU

Fill out the worksheet as you read the article from the beginning through the “Frontex: the walls’

borderguards”: https://www.tni.org/en/publication/building-walls

1. Define xenophobia:

2. How did the Schengen Agreement of 1985 impact internal and external borders?

3. What kind of “walls” are countries in the EU constructing to secure their external

borders?

4. What kinds of things are they putting at these walls to secure them? (Analyze the

infographic to answer this question)

https://www.tni.org/en/publication/building-walls


Asylum Policy Excerpts

Source: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/151/asylum-policy

Objectives

The EU aims to develop a common policy on asylum, subsidiary protection, and temporary

protection with a view to offering appropriate status to all non-EU nationals who need international

protection.

Achievements

Common European Asylum System (CEAS) from 1999-2004, establishing the criteria and

mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible for examining asylum applications

including the European Asylum Database (Eurodac) for storing and comparing fingerprint data. It

also defined common minimum standards to which Member States were to adhere in connection

with the reception of asylum seekers, determined qualification criteria for international protection and

the nature of the protection granted, and established procedures for granting and withdrawing

refugee status. Further legislation covered temporary protection in the event of a mass influx.

In November 2004, the Hague Programme called for the second-phase instruments and measures

to be adopted by the end of 2010, highlighting the EU’s ambition to go beyond minimum standards

and develop a single asylum procedure comprising common guarantees and a uniform status for

those granted protection. In the 2008 European Pact on Immigration and Asylum, this deadline was

postponed to 2012.

The Treaty of Lisbon… created a common system comprising a uniform status and uniform

procedures.

This common system must include:

● A uniform status of asylum;

● A uniform status of subsidiary protection;

● A common system of temporary protection;

● Common procedures for the granting and withdrawing of uniform asylum or subsidiary

protection status;

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/151/asylum-policy


● Criteria and mechanisms for determining which Member State is responsible for considering

an application;

● Standards concerning reception conditions;

● Partnership and cooperation with non-EU countries.

Article 80 of the TFEU has also provided for the principle of solidarity and fair sharing of

responsibility, including any financial burdens, between Member States.

In view of the migratory pressure since 2014, in May 2015 the Commission… proposed… the

hotspot approach… which involves working on the ground with frontline Member States to swiftly

identify, register and fingerprint incoming migrants. The hotspot approach was also meant to

contribute to the implementation of the emergency relocation mechanisms for a total of 160 000

people in need of international protection.

Directive 2013/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013: laying down

standards for the reception of applicants for international protection… aims at ensuring dignified and

more harmonised standards for reception conditions like access to housing, food, clothing,

healthcare (including medical and psychological care), education for minors, and access to

employment under certain conditions.



Asylum Procedures Worksheet

1. Define asylum.

2. Define subsidiary protection

3. Why might having common standards between all member states be a good thing?

4. What do you think “principle of solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility” mean and why

would this be a good thing for the European Union?

5. Read the last paragraph. Think back to the videos you watched of Hassan and his family in

refugee camps. How does what you watched compare to what is stated in the last

paragraph?



Source: https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


Source: https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


Source: https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


Excerpts: THE EU TEMPORARY PROTECTION DIRECTIVE IN PRACTICE 2022

The Russian Federation military offensive in Ukraine has triggered unprecedented displacement
across Europe, with approximately 4.9 million refugees from Ukraine as of 13 June 202221 .
While the majority of these refugees are hosted in countries neighbouring Ukraine, substantial
numbers have progressively moved onwards within the European Union and elsewhere.

Finland14 has extended the application of temporary protection to Ukrainian citizens unable to
return to Ukraine due to the ongoing conflict as well as their family members

In the Czech Republic, over 350,000 persons had been registered and issued documentation by
the end of April 2022. The National Centre for Help and Assistance to Ukraine (NACPU) was
established to oversee the activities and coordinate the work of all relevant authorities. A
network of regional assistance centres (KACPU) was set up across the country to facilitate the
registration and assistance process for those arriving from Ukraine. Refugees approaching a
KACPU are registered, issued documentation, provided with health insurance and a work
permit, and offered accommodation.

Several countries have rapidly developed online systems to facilitate the process of registration,
preventing backlogs and enhancing two-way communication with temporary protection
beneficiaries on the status of their application.

The Ministry of Interior in Romania, in coordination with civil society and UN agencies, has
launched a dedicated multi-lingual web platform Dopomoha.ro to support Ukrainians as well as
other nationalities fleeing from Ukraine with necessary information on available services,
including a dedicated section on legal status that outlines the possibility of applying for
temporary protection and asylum, as well as short stays, and the rights associated with each of
them.

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/93633

