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All About EU
European Languages

Official EU Languages
Though there are 27 EU member
states, there are only 24 official EU
languages, as French, Dutch, English,
Swedish, German, and Greek are the
official language for multiple states.

Unofficial Languages

Through programs like Erasmus+, the
EU works to build multilingualism in all
member states, with the goal of all
citizens speaking at least 3 languages. 

Languages per Person

tři

τρίαth
re

e

tres

60+ In addition to teaching language, the EU
also creates legislation to preserve the
more than 60 indigenous and minority
languages spoken within its borders.

Source: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-languages_en
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TREATY OF ROME

MERGER TREATY

MAASTRICHT TREATY

SINGLE EUROPEAN ACT

LISBON TREATY

PRESENT

TREATY OF PARIS

The EU and its institutions continue to change and evolve today. Learn
more about contemporary Europe and the EU at jmce.unc.edu !

1 9 5 0 - 5 2

The European Coal and Steel
Community was created under the

Treaty of Paris to combine the
economic interests of France and 
 Germany in order to avoid future

animosity between them. The Treaty of Rome created the
European Economic Community, and
built upon existing ECSC institutions by
creating a Parliament and Court of
Justice to further political integration
of member states.

1 9 5 7

1 9 6 5

Also known as the Treaty of Brussels,
the Merger Treaty combined the

executive institutions of EURATOM,
the EEC, and the ECSC.

1 9 9 3

Called the Treaty of the European
Union, this treaty created a

supranational political structure
founded on “pillars” of pooled

sovereignty in certain policy areas.

The SEA created the Single Market,
thereby increasing economic integration
by reducing barriers to commerce.
Furthermore, it led to increased pooling
of sovereignty in European institutions.

1 9 8 7

Ratified in 2009, the Lisbon Treaty
strengthened and shaped the main political
institutions of the EU— the Commission,
Parliament, and Council of the EU— into the
forms they take today.

2 0 0 9

TREATY OF PARIS

TREATY OF ROME

MERGER TREATY

MAASTRICHT TREATY

SINGLE EUROPEAN ACT

LISBON TREATY

PRESENT

Sources
Out of Ashes by Konrad Jarausch

The History of the European Union @ europa.eu
Merger Treaty @ europearl.europa.eu



Works with the Commission
and Parliament to create EU

legislation.

Though they share similar names and structures, the Council of the EU and the European
Council are two very different institutions. To help avoid confusion, we’ve created a brief, side-

by-side comparison.

==

All About EU

Focuses on EU policy as it
relates to the institutions
and their relation to states
outside the EU.

Prioritizes the small details of
EU policy, ensuring that

member states policies are
aligned.

Term for the rotating Council
president, who works in a “trio”

with two other incoming
presidents.

Council comprising the
27 EU heads of state or
government
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Identifies policy priorities
and plans strategically to
direct EU integration.

Term for the President of
the European Council,
elected internally.

Comparing Councils

Learn more at jmce.unc.edu!

European Council

Topic-specific Configurations
of 27 officials from member

state governments.
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Council of the EU

Source: consilium.europa.eu
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The European Parliament influences the

direction of EU policy by electing the President

of the EU Commission. Furthermore, the

Parliament must approve all members of the

Commission.
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A subset of its larger legislation duties, the Parliament

approves the EU‘s spending with the Council of

Ministers. It also examines past EU spending, and

proposes changes for future budgets.
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Learn more at
jmce.unc.edu!

Elections
The Parliament is the only directly elected

institution of the EU. Citizens in EU Member

states vote for their preferred parties, who send

representatives to be Members of Parliament

(MEPs).

Legislation
The Parliament approves Commission

legislation with the Council of Ministers. It can

also edit or add to legislation with acts that

influence details of a law or its implementation.

Budgeting

Officials

Source
Frequently Asked Questions put to the

Parliament Spokesperson‘s Unit, at
europarl.europa.eu


